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KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA SANGATHAN, GUWAHATI REGION
HALF YEARLY EXAM, 2018-19
	

	SUB  :
	ENGLISH                                                                                                                  CLASS
	VIII

	TIME:
	2 and ½ HRS                                                                                                              MM
	80 Marks

	
	This paper consists of three sections – 
SECTION A – Reading of 20 Marks
SECTION B – Writing and Grammar 30 Marks
SECTION C – Literature of 30 Marks
	

	
	SECTION - A
	

	Q.1.
	Read the following passage and answer the questions given below.

Before they can even read, one in every four children in nursery school is learning a skill that even some adults  have yet to master : using the internet.
Some 23% of children in the nursery level have gone online according to the education department. By kindergarden, 32% have used the internet under adult supervision. The numbers under score a trend in which the largest group of new users of the internet are  kids from classes 2 to 5. At school and at home children are viewing  websites for interesting stories and animated lessons that teach letters, numbers and rhymes. Young student don’t differentiate between the face-to-face world and the internet world. They were born into the age of internet, they see it as a part of the continuity of the way life is today.
At the pre-school age children need  some grown-up help to get online. One of their favourite activities is writing as E-mail to a grandparent. Its great for letter recognition say experts. Little kids don’t like to wait. They love the idea that they can write to grandma and get a reply half an hour later.
(a) ‘ Before they can even read........” Who are  ‘they’ here?
(b) Which skills are they learning?
(c) What is the age of new users of the internet?
(d) Which websites are  used by the children?
(e) What is the advantage of writing an e-mail?
(f) What is the most favourite activity of kids?
(g) Whose help do little kids need to get online?
(h) Find a word in the passage which mean ‘little children”.

	(1 X 8 = 8)

	Q.2. 
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III. 
	Read the following passage and answer the questions given below.

Fishing is a very peaceful and solitary hobby. You usually don’t share it with anyone. You can just sit quietly and patiently for the fish to bite. It is a convenient hobby to take up because you can do it where there is a river, lake or by the sea. Once I got a chance to fish for a trout in a lake. It was raining. I got my equipment and began to fish in the pouring rain. I had brought some bait and stale bread but I was using a spinning hook, which when pulled along, seems like a small fish. The lake was a mass of ripples as the rain fell and hit the water. The fishes were probably in the muddy bottom of the lake. I was waiting for them to come out but they had sensibly gone when the rain got harder. I was soaked to the skin with nothing to show for my hard day’s work.
Fishing in the sea is different. It is no good taking lots of bread to encourage the fish to the top. A long line with a baited hook is sufficient and perhaps one needs more patience than before, because the fish could be anywhere. It is important to keep quiet when fishing because the fish can hear you under water. So an outboard motor is useless when trying to manoeuvre near the spot where you think the fishes are. Seagulls dive down to grab the occasional fish. I always consume whatever I catch because fishing is my hobby, not a profession.

Answer the following briefly:

 (a)How is fishing a solitary hobby?
(b)Fishing in the sea is different. How?
(c)How is fishing a convenient hobby?
(d) Why is it important to keep quiet when fishing?
(e) What had he taken along with him when he went fishing for trout?
(f) Why do seagulls dive down?

Complete the following sentences

Fishing in the sea is regarded easy because(a)....................
The narrator could not catch a trout in the lake because(b) ..............
Two features of fishing as a hobby are(c) ..............................
The author consumed whatever he caught because(d)  ....................

Find words from the passage which mean:
(a) Eat		b) Lonely, alone
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(1 X 6 = 6)








(1 X 4 = 4)






(1 X 2 = 2)


	
	SECTION - B
	

	Q.3. 
	An inter class debate competition is to be held in your school. As the Cultural captain, write a notice giving all necessary details for your school notice board informing students about it.

	(3)

	Q.4.
	Given below is a profile of Shankar Dayal Sharma. Write a short bio sketch with the help of the clues given:

Date of birth    :    19th August 1918
Father               :    Well known Hakim in Bhopal
Qualification    :    M.A. in four subjects. Studied Law in England. Doctorate degree
Activities          :    Practised Law for a short period. Joined National movement.
Achievments   :    M.L.A, CM, and President

	(5)

	Q.5.
	Write an article on the topic ‘Save the Planet Earth” taking help from the given points:
· Ecological Imbalance
· Natural Resources exploited
· Global Warming
· Life Threatened 
	(5)

	Q.6.
	Develop the following outline into a story giving it a suitable title and a moral.

A Lion – Killing animals for food – animals agreed to send one animal each day – turn of hare – gets late – another lion – brings lion to a well – saw own reflection – jumped into well – drowned.

	(7)

	Q.7.
	Complete the following passage by filling in the blanks with suitable prepositions:

I saw him walking (a).................... the street and then running (b) .................the lawn. After crossing the lawn he took off his clothes and jumped (c) ................... the swimming pool. At 6 a.m he came out of the pool.

	(3)

	Q.8.
	Re-arrange the following words to form meaningful sentences:
(a) Done/he/what/no one/have/did/could
(b) Give /a few/please/rupees/me

	(1 X 2 = 2)


	Q.9.
	There is an error in each line. Write the incorrect word and the correction against the correct blank numbers
					Incorrect	Correct
TV has become a very popular mood        Example:     Mood 	Mode
of entertainment that has unfortunately           (a) ..............	............... 
make children more and more                             (b) ..............           ...............
addicted in watching it.                                          (c)..............           ...............
The TV pretends to dominate                               (d) .............           ...............
his daily routine and many a time                        (e) .............           ...............
childrens ignore studies.                                        (f) .............           ...............	

	(1/2X 6=3)


	Q.10.
	Read the conversation given below and complete the passage that follows:

Ravi    :    Where were you yesterday evening?
Vinay :    There is an exhibition of rare paintings at the art gallery. I had gone 
there.
Ravi asked Vinay where (a) ________ evening. Vinay replied(b) ________ an exhibition of rare paintings and he had gone there.

	(1X2 = 2)


	
	SECTION - C
	

	Q.11.
	             “How can the bird that is born for joy
	Sit in a cage and sing
	How can a child when fears annoy
	But droop his tender wing”

(a)	Name the poet and the poem
(b)	What is the bird born for?
(c)	Write the rhyming words in the above lines.
	(3)

	Q.12.
	Answer the following:
(a)  Mention three reasons for the discontentment that led to the 1857 war of independence.
	(b)  Why was Dr. Chanda puzzled about BipinBabu’s loss of memory?
	(c)  What was it about Mt. Everest that the author found irresistible?
	(d)  Who baffles the Scotland Yard and how?
(e) How did Alma’s father and grandfather die ?
	(3 X 5 =15)

	Q.13.
	Answer the following:
	(a)  What sort of things did Jaya collect? What did she do with them?
	(b)  What effects did the Linnet’s song have over Hail and the North  
                      Wind?
	(c)  What did Hafeez Contractor have nightmares about?
(d) What did the little birds say when princess September put it into 
the golden cage?

	(2 X 4 = 8)

	Q.14.
	What are the two different ideas about why so few animals were killed in the tsunami? Which idea do you find more believable?

	(4)
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